Pastor’s Report – January 23, 2020
At Beau’s school there is a very large tree stump out front of the school that was
cut down this year. He loves to look at what the inside of the tree looked like – to see a
ring for each year that it lived to see that some were wider in growth, some were
wobbly, but it grew out from its center faithfully year by year. He enjoys running his
little fingers over the ridges of the rings and counting them one by one.

Another year has passed on the calendar, and a new liturgical year begun this last
Advent season. We celebrated Advent and Christmas under the banner of the theme of
love through music, worship, fellowship and generosity.

In 2019 we grew in membership through transfers of membership and baptism,
and we finished the year in excellent financial health thanks to the servant leadership
and sacrificial giving of our membership. Attendance patterns continued to ebb and
flow across the fall with a general reduction in attendance numbers, but with an
expected surge around the Christmas holiday.

2019 kicked off with a revival of the Dinner for 8 Fellowship Ministry to
strengthen relationships between church members. We hosted the Leadership Team
and Staff of the Wesley Foundation at MTSU four days earlier in the month. We have
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continued to host our neighbors in need through the Room In the Inn hospitality
ministry. And we are preparing to send our youth and young people to the Warmth in
Winter Retreat later this month, and on a mission trip to Chicago this summer. Plans are
underway to begin preparations for Vacation Bible School this summer. Funding has
been approved for a trial program of a Children’s Church program at the request of
several of our church families and visitors. We look forward to sending a mission team
to work alongside our UMC brothers and sisters in the Native American communities in
Montana. We eagerly anticipate hosting the Choir from Alabama State University. And
we have already taken in six new members into the church family in January alone.

This year it is my hope that we can unite in our growth in spirit as a church family,
honoring the rich legacy of the faith family at Epworth and bridging into God’s best
hopes and plans for the future. As we dream new dreams together, and continue to
open up the circle of faith to those neighbors that the Holy Spirit calls into our doors –
may we be surprised by grace and wonder, hope, restoration and redemption.

May the ring of faith in our soul from the year 2020 be one that testifies to God’s
glory, abundance, restoration and resurrection. May the souls ahead of us that
remember 2020 and run their fingers over the evidence of the growth before us be able
to see a brilliant witness of light, love and faithfulness from the constellation of souls
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that God has gathered together in grace in this season, and for God’s holy purpose and
plan.

Rev. Dr. Angela Harris
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Outreach Report to Church Council
January 2020
Participation of our congregation is vital to the success of Epworth’s outreach ministries. Many
volunteers are helping with Room in the Inn, FrankTown and GraceWorks.
Gifts were purchased for Community Angels. Goody bags were delivered to the men at 4:13
Strong.
Plans are underway for a mission trip to the Blackfeet United Methodist Parish in Montana next
August. Meeting was held January 20 to discuss details.
There will be a mission trip to the House of Hope in Santiago, Chile, in March. Watch the
newsletter and bulletins for details.
We are planning our next Mission Sunday for April 26, 2020. We will celebrate our current
ministry partners with action-oriented worship services.
Our next meeting will be January 27.
Kathy Heard, Coordinator Outreach Team

Epworth UMC
Reachers Report
Report to Administrative Council
January 2020

The December Reachers meeting, which was to include a Brunch and Sing-a-Long with Tim and Susie
Underwood was cancelled. It will be rescheduled for February or March 2020.
A planning meeting for Reachers will be held in the next couple of weeks to discuss direction and plans
for 2020.
Julie Mowery
Archie Gentry

January 2020 — Epworth Scouting Ministries Report
Pack 290
Last month the Pack had a Movie night theme and also collected donations for Epworth’s Room
in the Inn ministry. Below photo shows some of the collection donated by parents and friends of
Pack 290. Great job Pack 290! The Pack is in the middle of Derby season. Scouts are working
on their cars and learning about the upcoming races next month.

Troop 16
The Troop had a successful Christmas Tree fundraiser last month. Thanks to Epworth for
helping to promote that. The Troop went on a 20 mile hike on the Sewanee Perimeter Trail in
January. While it was a little wet it did provided some very scenic areas with mist and all the
waterfalls were running. Troop 16 is currently wrapping up their line up for leaders in 2020 and
the recharter process.

Yours in Scouting,
Donnie Reed
Epworth Charter Organization Rep

Epworth UMC
United Methodist Men
1/23/2020

-

Men’s Breakfast on January 11th was attended by 11 men. We also hosted the Wesley Foundation
from MTSU for breakfast that morning.

-

Also, in January, UMM purchased on behalf of the church, in cooperation with Ricardo, an
electronic drum set at a cost of $384 to replace the borrowed set that the church has been using
over the past few months.
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The next Men’s Bible Study will be this coming Saturday, January 25th at 7:30 AM in the New Spirits
Classroom at the Historic Site. We are currently studying Genesis. We meet for Bible Study every
Saturday morning except for the 2nd Saturday of each month.

-

The next Men’s Breakfast will be Saturday, February 8th at 7:30 AM in Vaden Hall. Men’s
breakfasts are always held on the 2nd Saturday of every month.

Youth/Children's Report December 2019
Youth Report:
Our cookie sale fundraiser was held on December 15th. We raised $1,400 to go towards our
summer mission work! Thank you to everyone who brought in baked goods, purchased cookies,
and made donations. We are so grateful for the support of Epworth UMC.
We are getting ready to attend Warmth in Winter from 1/31-2/2. We are taking 18 youth with us
to this TNUMC Conference event. We are excited to get to worship and learn alongside other
youth from surrounding churches.
Our small group time on Sunday nights has created a space for youth to connect more with one
another and our adult leadership. In February, we are going to start a series on focusing on how
to deal with anxiety, depression, and other struggles that our youth are currently facing.

Children’s Report:
We recently finished our advent series in children’s Sunday School. Each child got to paint a
nativity set to take home as we learned about the different characters in the nativity story. We are
now talking about Jesus’ early ministry. In February we will start learning the books of the New
Testament as a series to help kids learn the chronology of Jesus’ life.
Our children’s ministry packed over 100 shoeboxes for Operation Christmas Child to be
delivered to children in need around the world for Christmas.
We are still planning to launch a children’s service during the 10:30 worship hour early this year.
We are currently working on different elements of planning such as choosing curriculum, hiring
adequate staff, and coordinating usage of the space. Our 2020 budget request for children’s
ministry activities reflects the expected cost of this programming (curriculum and
crafts/supplies).
We recently polled parents on dates for Vacation Bible School, and almost all of the responses
we received were for June 14-18. The children’s ministry team is going to meet in February to
decide on a theme.

